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ISA COMES TO ILLINOIS

Hello to all my softball friends in Illinois and all over the country, Jerry Jackson here.  Former USSSA Masters National Director and Illinois Area Director.  Yes, I said former.  I have resigned all positions from the USSSA.  However, I am still in softball.

I am now the ISA, Independent Softball Association, State Director for Illinois.  I will also be working with ISA Executive Director, Mr. Chet Tyl, in the ISA Masters Program.  Also, I will serve as a National Director in an advisory position to the CEO of SSWC, Mr. Terry Hennessy.  The SSWC is the largest senior’s organization in the country.  So if you play in the seniors program and you have a problem or question, please give me a call.

Some people have asked why did I leave USSSA and join ISA and SSWC.  It’s very simple.  I just wasn’t happy anymore and it was either leave softball or move on to something else.  I have been in softball since 1971 and I wasn’t ready to get out of softball and these new opportunities came along, so I decided changing associations was the best thing for me.

What impressed me the most about ISA and SSWC was that Mr. Chet Tyl, ISA Executive Director, Mr. Terry Hennessy, SSWC CEO, and the owner of both associations, Mr. Bill Ruth, a pretty good player in the seniors program himself, believe in one thing.  THE TEAMS COME FIRST. 

What will ISA bring to Illinois?  ISA Illinois vision is simple.  We are not looking to be the biggest, just the best, by encouraging participation and feedback.  ISA has a more liberal home run rule in the men’s class ‘B’, ‘C’, and ‘D’ programs.  The homerun rules are ‘B’ = 6, ‘C’ = 4, ‘D’ = 2, and ‘E’ = 0. All excessive home runs over the limit in all these program’s result in an inning ending out.  The ISA also has many other exciting concepts.  Stealing in slo-pitch, the base burglar, two EP’s, the tiebreaker rule, and the new pitcher’s box are just a few of ISA innovations.  All of the rules put more strategy in the game and make it more fun to play.  ISA Illinois will also have a web site by the middle of next month that you can visit to find where tournaments are being played.

The ISA will be played at Alpha Park in Bartonville, TK Wendl’s in Urbana, and Woodard Park in Clinton.

We will offer many quality qualifying and state tournaments throughout the year.  If you or your park is interested in becoming a part of the fastest growing association in the country, please call me.  So come join the fun and see how the new kid on the block plays the game.  Hope to see you at the ballpark this summer.

In closing, I just want all my friends in softball to know that I’m still in the game trying make it better for you.  Please call or email me at anytime.
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